
UWL REPOSITORY

repository.uwl.ac.uk

Using debriefing to support and educate children’s nursing students after the

death of a child they have cared for in practice

Dexter, Yvonne (2018) Using debriefing to support and educate children’s nursing students after 

the death of a child they have cared for in practice. In: UWL Teaching and Learning Conference 

2018, 27 June 2018, London. (Unpublished) 

This is the Accepted Version of the final output.

UWL repository link: https://repository.uwl.ac.uk/id/eprint/5199/

Alternative formats: If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact: 

open.research@uwl.ac.uk 

Copyright: 

Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are 

retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing 

publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these 

rights. 

Take down policy: If you believe that this document breaches copyright, please contact us at

open.research@uwl.ac.uk providing details, and we will remove access to the work 

immediately and investigate your claim.

Rights Retention Statement:

mailto:open.research@uwl.ac.uk
mailto:open.research@uwl.ac.uk


1 
 

Learning & Teaching Conference 2018 
Wednesday 27th June 

Proposal Submission Form 
 
Completed forms (i.e. this page) should be sent to Carol.Stock@uwl.ac.uk with a subject 
line ‘L&T Conference 2018 Proposal (Author Name)’ to arrive no later than 1st March, 
5pm. Late submissions will not be considered. 
 
 
 
Title: 

 
Using debriefing to support and educate children’s nursing students after the 
death of a child they have cared for in practice 

 
Type: Paper presentation 
 
Abstract 
 
There is evidence that health care professionals grieve after the death of a child 

(Papadatou et al., 2002; Plante and Cyr, 2011; Hollingsworth et al., 2017); however, 

there is limited data about the impact of a child’s death on children’s nursing students 

during their brief and varied placements undertaken as part of their course (Carson, 

2010). There are many opportunities for universities and placement providers to educate 

and support these student nurses to prepare them for this experience to develop their 

resilience and to enable them to become caring, compassionate and courageous 

practitioners. Debriefing is an intervention that is recommended after a death in practice 

to enable practitioners to deal with their emotions and to learn from experience to 

improve practice (Keene et al., 2010; Huggard, 2013; Widdas et al., 2013; Goodrich et 

al., 2015): it is also suggested that it is an integral part of the nurse education curriculum 

(National League for Nursing, 2015). This presentation will examine the many meanings 

of debriefing, its different purposes and outcomes and evidence and debates about its 

effectiveness (Kinchin, 2007; Sawyer, Loren and Halamek, 2016). The implications for 

using debriefing to support and educate children’s nursing students about death related 

situations in practice will be presented e.g. formal approaches, informal approaches 

(Maloney, 2012; Huggard, 2013) and its fundamental role in simulated learning (Decker 

et al., 2013). 
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